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Allatoona Lady Buccaneers
Coach: Troy Pirkle, Fourth year
Last year: 28-10 last year, 11-0 in Region 7B-AAA, Region 7AAA run-
ner-up, Class AAA state runner-up
Key returners: OF/1B/P Tressa Watson (Sr.), SS Kara Chambers
(Sr.), C Jessica Finch (Jr.), OF Stephanie Watts (Sr.)
Key losses: 2B Kaitlin Chumley, P Caitlin O’Shea, 1B Megan Nesbit,
OF Lyndsey York
Key newcomers: 3B Dani Lewis (So.), 2B Madisyn Escue (Fr.), 3B
Casey Lewis (Fr.)
Projected starters: P — Watson; C — Finch; 1B — Brandi Blair (Jr.),
Richey; 2B — Erika Dunbar (So.), Escue; 3B — Bre Richey (Jr.), D.
Lewis, C. Lewis; SS — Chambers, D. Lewis; OF — Watts, Elisabeth
Federici (So.)/Morgan Nesbit (Jr.)/Chambers
Outlook: Though Allatoona was able to make its run to the Class AAA
state finals last year, the Lady Buccaneers will have many holes to fill
defensively this season and will have to find a new starting pitcher with
O’Shea’s graduation. Tressa Watson, who served Allatoona in multiple
roles last season, will be the most likely fill-in for O’Shea. 

Harrison Lady Hoyas
Coach: Olivia Petersen, Third year
Last year: 22-11-1, 5-2 Region 4AAAAA champion, Class AAAAA
state runner-up
Key returners: P/1B Dresden Maddox (Sr.), P/1B Kayla Caruso (Sr.),
P/1B Rachel Gardiner (Sr.), 2B Amber Broome (Jr.), LF Kaci Giles
(Jr.), SS Rachel Farris (So.), 2B Kellie Carroll (So.), OF Amy Koenig
(Sr.), OF Jennifer Wood (Sr.), OF Jessie Giles (Jr.), C Marina Michaud
(So.)
Key losses: 3B Sam Bentzel
Key newcomers: C Courtney Sutter (Sr.), IF Morgan Sutter (So.),
3B/C Sierra Maddox (So.), IF Paige Favor (Jr.)
Projected starters: P — Caruso, Maddox; C — C. Sutter, Michaud; 1B
— Gardiner; 2B — Carroll, M. Sutter; 3B — Broome, S. Maddox; SS —
Farris, Favor; LF — Koenig; CF — Wood, J. Giles; RF — K. Giles
Outlook: Harrison’s run to the region championship and its state run-
ner-up finish was fueled by pitchers Maddox and Caruso. With both
players returning, the pitching rotation should once again be solid and a
strength for the Lady Hoyas. Harrison loses just one position starter
from the lineup in capable hitter Bentzel, but the offseason training and
experience from last year’s title chase has given Petersen a reason to
be optimistic about another deep playoff run. The Lady Hoyas have
made the playoffs in six of the last seven seasons.

Hillgrove Lady Hawks
Coach: Jason Campbell, Sixth year
Last year: 20-9-1, 4-2 Region 4AAAAA No. 3 seed, Class AAAAA
state appearance
Key returners: SS Maisie Steed (Sr.), 3B Meredith Heyer (Sr.), P
Mikaela Scott (Sr.), 2B Taylor Vennel (Sr.), 1B Jamie Davenport (Sr.),
OF Brittany Ferrell (Jr.), P/OF Rachel Jarvis (So.), OF/1B Abby Akins
(So.), C Maddie Garner (So.)
Key losses: P/OF Shelby Scott (Samford), 1B Alex Guisti
Key newcomers: SS Ambria Derry (Fr.), P Abby Evans (Fr.), UT Ash-
ley Allen (Fr.), DP Michelle Forrester (Fr.)
Projected starters: P — Scott, Jarvis, Evans; C — Garner; 1B — Dav-
enport, Akins; 2B — Vennel; 3B — Heyer; SS — Derry; LF — Jarvis;
CF — Steed; RF — Akins, Ferrell
Outlook: Hillgrove returned to the postseason after missing out in
2009, but if it wants to make a repeat trip, the Lady Hawks will have to
overcome the loss of Scott, who had been the team’s most reliable
pitcher for several seasons. Strong offensive production returns in
seniors Steed and Heyer, and their veteran presence and leadership
will be key if Hillgrove hopes to have success and reach the postsea-
son again. The Lady Hawks’ underclassmen played well last year and
will need to step up their play this season.

Kell Lady Longhorns
Coach: Lindsay Faber, Second year
Last year: 24-8 overall, 10-2 in Region 5AAAA, won region tourna-
ment, reached elite eight in Columbus 
Key returners: OF Allie Sheffield (Jr.), OF Kristy Pearson (Jr.), 1B
Katie Blair (Sr.), 2B Hannah McKinley (So.). 
Key losses: 3B Emily Flatebo, OF Ashley Langley (West Georgia), OF
Caroline White, SS Taylor Scarpantonio (Georgia State), P Natalie
Boyd (Berry), C Kelsey Mericka (Virginia Tech), Samantha Quarles
(West Georgia)
Key newcomers: SS Auburn Balcorta (So.), P Sara Howard (So.), C
Taylor Colclasure (Fr.), OF Sierra Shipley (Fr.).
Projected starters: P — Howard; C — Colclasure; 1B — Blair; 2B —
McKinley; SS — Balcorta; 3B — Rogers; OF — Pearson; OF —
Sheffield; OF — Shipley 
Outlook: Kell is entering the 2011 campaign with a new team after los-
ing many starters to graduation, but expectations stay the same. It’s just
a matter of replacing seven starters, five of who are playing college. The
new Lady Longhorns appear to be a strong defensive unit with speed in
the outfield. Kell’s success will depend on how well the younger players
jell early in the year.  

Kennesaw Mountain Lady Mustangs
Coach: Lisa Chapman, 12th year
Last year: 22-8, 7-0 Region 5AAAAA runner-up, Class AAAAA state
second round
Key returners: OF/P Amanda Hallman (Jr.), C/INF Molly Uhrman (Jr.),
3B/OF Chandler Stooksbury (Jr.), C/INF Morgan Howard (Jr.), INF Ally
Box (Sr.), INF/OF Malea Bell (So.), OF Kimmi Strebe (Jr.)
Key losses: SS Kaylee Williams (Kennesaw State), 3B/1B Amber Hall-
man, INF/OF MaryKate Minick, P/OF Jamie Thomas (Shorter), P
Amber Clark
Key newcomers: P Rebecca Farris (Jr.)
Projected starters: P — Farris; C — Howard, Uhrman; 1B — TBA; 2B
— Bell; 3B — Stooksbury; SS — Box; LF — Hallman; CF — Strebe;
RF — TBA
Outlook: Despite the loss of the left side of the infield and two-year
starting pitcher Thomas, Kennesaw Mountain returns plenty of
weapons with six juniors and one senior to the starting core and should
continue to be a force in the region and in the state. Pitching will defi-
nitely be a question mark with the departure of Thomas, however, the
Lady Mustangs typically reload which probably means a young and
inexperienced player like Farris will lead from the circle. While it’s not
the ideal situation, Chapman should be able to get the best out of her
players and have them ready for the postseason.

Lassiter Lady Trojans
Coach: Scott Kelly, 10th year
Last year: 25-14 overall, 7-3 in Region 5AAAAA, lost in the elite eight
at Columbus
Key returners: N/A
Key losses: SS Morgan Fite, OF Rachel Orlandella, 3B Kelsea Ogle-
tree, 1B Sara Watson
Key newcomers: N/A
Outlook: Lassiter had as many as 13 players who recently returned
from their summer travel teams, and the program is currently building
their roster. A final roster will likely be decided Friday. 

Marietta Lady Blue Devils
Coach: Nancy Donnelly, Fifth year
Last year: 3-18, 7th in Region 5AAAAA
Key returners: CF Carmen Hill (Sr.), 1B Kasi Callahan (Sr.), 2B/3B
Patricia Franklin (Sr.), 1B/SS Macie Poole (Jr.), P/SS Taylor Harten-
bach (So.),  C Elizabeth Osburn (So.)
Key losses: 3B Molly Fagan, 1B Victoria Bratton (Benedict), OF Feli-
cia Baker
Key newcomers: 2B/3B Taylor Buettner (Fr.), LF Kayla Cabrera (So.),
RF Hannah Donlin (Jr.)
Projected starters: P — Hartenbach; C — Osburn; 1B — Poole,
Callahan; 2B — Franklin, Buettner; 3B — Franklin, Buettner; SS —
Hartenbach, Poole; LF — Cabrera; CF — Hill; RF — Donlin
Outlook: Marietta continues to be a team in transition following a disap-
pointing 2010 campaign. Many of the young players in the program are
now upperclassmen with plenty of game experience under their belts. If
the Lady Blue Devils can find the right combination of good pitching and
good hitting, then they’ll have an opportunity to compete in a tough
Region 5AAAAA slate. Several starters return, which should bode well
for team chemistry. The pitching staff is only back with a year of experi-
ence.

McEachern Lady Indians
Coach: Russ Russell, First year
Last year: 5-15, 6th in Region 4AAAAA
Key returners: OF/1B Kimberly Taylor (Jr.), 3B Katlin Leng (Sr.), 2B/C
Brenda Luke (Sr.), P/OF Rachel Abernathy (Sr.), OF Celenia Bidot
(Sr.)
Key losses: SS Lauren Coleman (Georgia State), 2B Emily Benton
(Bryan), C Austyn Wix, OF Kayla Smith, OF Krystal Rolle, DH Ebony
Rodgers, OF Maddie Medford
Key newcomers: P/1B Lakelyn Priest (Jr.), P/C Abigail Cherry (Fr.),
SS Khayla Green (Fr.)
Projected starters: P — Abernathy; C — Cherry; 1B — Priest; 2B —
Luke; 3B — Leng; SS — Green; LF — Bidot; CF — Taylor; RF — TBD
Outlook: McEachern graduated seven seniors and lost some consider-
able talent and leadership from its 2010 squad. After winning 13 games
two years ago, the Lady Indians collected only five in 2010, and with
several holes to fill this season, things could get better or worse for
McEachern as it tries to make it back to the postseason for the first
time since 2006. Contributions will have to come from everywhere,
including the key newcomers, for the Lady Indians to compete in a
tough Region 4AAAAA.

Mount Paran Christian Lady Eagles
Coach: Caroline Janas Bradford, Fourth year
Last year: 9-8-1 last year, 6-3 in Region 6A (B)
Key returners: 3B/P Caroline Reilley (So.), SS/C Emily Cameron (Sr.),
P Shannon McGeary (Jr.)
Key losses: SS Erin Sparks, 3B Brianna Tawadros, 1B Brittany Kelley,
CF Amelia Austin, LF Micha Thurman
Key newcomers: 1B/P Emily Harrell (Fr.), C Courtney McKenzie (Fr.)
Projected starters: P — McGeary; C — McKenzie; 1B — McGeary,
Harrell; 2B — Sarah Kelly (Jr.); 3B — Reilley; SS — Cameron; LF —
McKenzie Robinson (Jr.); CF — Sarah Ann Roginsky (Jr.); RF — Shel-
by Thurman (Jr.)
Outlook: With only 10 girls on the team’s roster, Mount Paran will have
to utilize players at multiple positions this season after losing six
seniors. The Lady Eagles narrowly missed reaching the state playoffs
last season after finishing tied atop the Region 6A (B) standings. In
order to get back to that position and possibly even reach the state
playoffs, the Eagles will need to rely on a fresh crop of players in
including freshman starters Harrell and McKenzie. 

North Cobb Lady Warriors
Coach: Jo Beth Weaver, 17th year
Last year: 14-16, 5th in Region 4AAAAA
Key returners: P/INF Allie Coronado (Sr.), CF Rachel Bartoe (Jr.),
C/1B Meagan Anderson (Jr.), OF Allie Troutman (Sr.), P/DP Kaitlyn
Lawrence (Sr.), 3B/2B Heather Vazquez (Sr.), SS/C Ericka Clifford
(So.), OF Joy Lowery (So.), IF/OF Kristen Lee (Jr.), P/OF Morgan
Johnson (Sr.)
Key losses: 1B Ashley Fritts (South Georgia), P Morgan Anderson
(Truett-McConnell)

Key newcomers: OF Casey Page (Fr.), 3B/2B Bryanna Vazquez (Fr.),
P/1B Kelly Barnhill (Fr.), OF Kaitlyn Tinsley (So.), P/SS Olivia Mould
(Fr.), C/UT Kayla Trumbull (Fr.)
Projected starters: P — Barnhill, Lawrence, Coronado; C — Ander-
son, Trumbull; 1B — Coronado, Anderson; 2B — B. Vazquez, H.
Vazquez; 3B — H. Vazquez, B. Vazquez; SS — Clifford
LF — Lowery, Troutman; CF — Bartoe
RF — Page, Lee
Outlook: North Cobb narrowly missed the postseason for the second
straight season with another fifth-place finish in the region standings.
After three straight appearances from 2006-08 and six showings in the
last nine years, the Lady Warriors should have the tools in place to get
back this season. Nearly the entire roster returns, and those players
gained valuable experience a year ago which should help lead the
charge. The cupboard is never really bare at North Cobb, it is just usual-
ly restocked, but restocking isn’t an issue this season.

North Cobb Christian Lady Eagles
Coach: Josh Speck
Last year: 11-16 last year, 5-9 in Region 6A (A), lost in first round of
Class A playoffs
Key returners: P Madison Luck (Jr.), P/1B Stephanie Berry (Sr.), SS
Emily Jones (Sr.), OF Nichole Nesbitt (Sr.)
Key losses: Sofi Turner, Ashley Godfrey, Victoria Holland
Outlook: Last season, North Cobb Christian competed in the state play-
offs for the second time in three seasons as the No. 3 seed from Region
6A (A). In order to return to prominence this season, the Eagles will
need top pitchers Luck and Berry to put together similarly productive
seasons.

Osborne Lady Cardinals
Interim coach: Melanie Shepherd, First year
Last year: 5-12
Key returners: P/C/OF Lauren Smith (Sr.), SS Malea Maye (Jr.), C/OF
Tatum Maxwell (Jr.), 1B Jasmine Harris (Sr.)
Key losses: OF/2B Megan Keith, OF Maria Villalobos
Key newcomers: None
Projected starters: TBD
Outlook: Osborne enters the season with a solid veteran lineup as it
returns most of its roster from last year. The Lady Cardinals will have
plenty of experience in their lineup with four seniors and five juniors. While
the Lady Cardinals are strong defensively, they lack depth on the mound.
Osborne will have to compete in a very challenging subregion in Region
5AAAA that includes county rivals and state powerhouses Kell and Pope.

Pebblebrook Lady Falcons
Coach: Bill Jarrett, Second year
Last year: 0-15
Key returners: P Lauren Seagassie (Sr.), 1B Sasha Anderson (Sr.), 2B
Bonica Welch (Jr.), SS/OF Natalie Woods (So.), OF Maya Poteat (So.)
Key losses: BG Majors
Key newcomers: RF Brittany Alford (Sr.)
Projected starters: P — Seagassie; C — TBD; 1B — Anderson; 2B —
Welch; 3B —McCalley; SS — Woods; LF — Moore; CF — Poteat; RF
— Alford
Outlook: Pebblebrook looks to bounce back from last year’s disappoint-
ing 0-15 season. The Lady Falcons lose leading hitter Majors, but return
the rest of last year’s lineup. Alford returns to the lineup after taking last
year off and will provide veteran leadership along with Segassie and
Anderson. The Lady Falcons will also be boosted by the arrival of a
group of promising freshman that gives the team some hope for the
future. Pebblebrook will certainly have its work cut out for it as the Lady
Falcons compete in a Region 4AAAAA that features such powerhouses
as Harrison, Kennesaw Mountain and Hillgrove.

Pope Lady Greyhounds
Coach: Chris Turco, Second year
Last year: 19-13 overall, 10-2 in Region 5AAAA, lost to Creekview in
first round of state playoffs 
Key returners: P Marisa Boyette (Sr.), OF Rachel Dennis (Sr.), SS
Kendall Hahn (Sr.), OF Lizzy Hunt (Sr.), OF Alexis Tinsley  (Sr.), INF/C
Laura Beall (Jr.), INF Laura Miller (Jr.), INF Jenna Reilly (Jr.), INF/OF
Ellie Viland (So.).
Key losses: OF/P Christy Flick (LaGrange), OF Natalie Lambert (Geor-
gia College and State), C Kristen Lowry (Rhodes), 1B Alex Putnam.  
Key newcomers: OF/INF Sydney Segars, P Lindsay Walsh, INF Alana
Tinsley, INF/OF Hannah Lumpp
Projected starters: P — Boyette; C — Beall; 1B — Miller; 2B —
Lumpp, Viland; 3B — Reilly; SS — Hahn; OF — Tinsley, Hunt, Segers;
OF — Dennis; OF — Lumpp, Viland. 
Outlook: Pope is returning the majority of its infield that led the Lady
Greyhounds to the state tournament last season in its first year of Class
AAAA. They will also have their top pitcher from last season in Boyette.
Pope will have to compensate for losing four strong hitters from last
season and will have to rely on incoming players to fill the void.

South Cobb Lady Eagles
Coach: Mark Collins, Second year
Last year: 15-15, lost in first round of Class AAAAA state tournament
Key returners: OF Breanna Hubbert (So.), CF Brooke Rivers (Sr.),
P/1B Brittany Rhodes (So.), 2B Courtney Poellnitz (Sr.), C/3B Jahnisha
White (Sr.), LF Stephanie Cantrell, LF/1B Keajuanna Crymes (Jr.)
Key losses: Chelsea Hicks, Breslin Perry, AJ McCoy
Key newcomers: C/3B Becky Collins (Fr.), SS/P Asia Moore (Fr.), RF
Aliyah LeBouf (Fr.), 1B Ariel LeBouf (Jr.)
Projected starters: P — Rhodes; C — Collins; 1B — Ar. LeBout,
Crymes; 2B — Poellnitz; 3B — White; SS — Moore; LF — Cantrell,
Crymes; CF — Rivers; RF — Hubbert, Al. LeBouf
Outlook: It was a breakthrough season for South Cobb, which qualified
for the state tournament for the first time in several years. It will be a
challenge for the Lady Eagles to duplicate their success of a year ago,
however, as they come into the season with a much younger team after
losing several key players from last year’s squad. Experience and depth
will be the main issues for South Cobb, which features only 11 players
on its roster and only two seniors. While the Lady Eagles certainly have
a lot of holes to fill, Collins is confident that his young squad will be
competitive this season.

Sprayberry Lady Yellow Jackets
Coach: Donny Robertson, First year
Last year: 4-14 overall, 4-8 in Region 5AAAA
Key returners: 3B/OF Milanni Restrepo (Sr.), OF Kristian Lofasso (Sr.),
1B Winter Scott (Jr.), C/OF Allyson Reyer (Sr.), C/3B Nicole Gentile
(Jr.), P/3B Dena Hurley (Jr.), P/3B Brittany Swan (Jr.), OF/2B Jennie
Racher (Jr.).
Key losses: Shelby Huey 
Key newcomers: 2B Kayleigh Breh, 3B Caroline Curtis, SS Katie
Tokos, OF Julia Abney
Projected starters: C — Gentile; P — Hurley; 1B — Scott; 2B — Breh;
SS — Tokos, 3B — Curtis, Restrepo; OF — Reyer; OF — Lofasso; OF
Abney, Restrepo 
Outlook: Consistency in pitching should help Sprayberry surpass a
four-win season a year ago. Hurley is capable of changing speeds and
throwing batters off balance. Experience with eight re-turning players
should also help. The Lady Yellow Jackets can also run the bases and
play solid defense. Their biggest test thus far is getting the timely hits
and putting balls into play.

Walker Lady Wolverines
Coach: Anna Hairston Kennedy, Fourth year
Last year: 3-19 last year, 0-7 in Region 6A (B)
Key returners: SS Rebecca Hampton (Jr.), C Sarah Syrop (Jr.), 3B
Johanna Ortiz (Sr.), 1B Summer Dulaney (Sr.), 1B/OF Molly Hardie (So.)
Key losses: OF Savannah Boylan, OF Ali Bobo
Key newcomers: OF Alyse Scott (Sr.), P Rae Syrop (Fr.), C Catlin
Seger (Fr.), 2B Honor Stoner (So.)
Projected starters: P — R. Syrop; C — S. Syrop; 1B — Dulaney; 2B
— Stoner; 3B — Ortiz; SS — Hampton; LF — Hardie; CF — Scott; RF
— Vickie Hudson (So.)
Outlook: After struggling last season, Walker loses little from last year’s
team. With seniors Ortiz and Dulaney keying the Lady Wolverines’
offense, the team’s hitting figures to improve. Defensively, the group as
a whole is experienced, as there will be just three new starters in the
lineup. However, the team’s pitching will be a question mark, as the
team will start freshman Rae Syrop, who has just two months of training
over the summer with the team under her belt.

Walton Lady Raiders
Coach: Stewart Thomas, First year
Last year: 17-13 overall, 5-2 in Region 5AAAAA, to to Mill Creek in first
round of state 
Key returners: P Laura Thompson (Sr.), IF Aislynn McMahan (Sr.), OF
Kelly Caudell (So.), IF Kelly Daniel (So.), DS Jacqueline DiStefano (Sr.),
S Emily Kenyon (Jr.), MH Taina Joseph (Sr.).
Key losses: 3B Hannah Craig, 1B Kalie Hastings, 2B Kelsey Hastings,
OF Delaney Coman
Key newcomers: IF Claudette Jones (Sr.), IF/OF Emily Andriano (So.),
OF Caroline Jenkins (Jr.)
Projected starters: TBA
Outlook: Pitching continues to be a strength for the Lady Raiders as
they battle for a 5AAAAA title after coming up short against Cherokee in
the tournament finals. Walton will have to account for several key loss-
es, which includes three infielders, which means newcomers will have to
grow up fast. Walton will also have its third head coach in three years.

Wheeler Lady Wildcats
Coach: Vicki Massey, First year
Last year: 9-11 overall, 2-4 in Region 5AAAAA 
Key returners: P Reba Williams (Sr.), 2B Sydney Ray (Jr.), C/OF Kait-
lyn Arnett (Jr.), 1B Paige Jordan (So.), P/OF Trisha Ramarkrishnan
(So.).
Key losses: OF Morgan Love, C Kenita Betts, OF Ebonee James, 3B
Katie Lynch.
Key newcomers: P Anna Awald (Fr.).
Projected starters: P — Awald; C — Arnett; 1B — Jordan; SS —
Williams, 2B — Ray; 3B — Marianne Dannerman; OF — Ramakrish-
nan; OF — Victoria Sweeton; OF — Nadia Lindner.  
Outlook: Wheeler took a massive step forward last season. Nearly
pulling off a .500 season after seriously struggling in previous seasons.
The Lady Wildcats graduated a few players that helped make that hap-
pen, but their pitching seems intact and should have capable bodies
that will fill the missing positions.

Whitefield Academy Lady Wolfpack
Coach: Crissy Watkins, Second year
Last year: 11-10
Key returners: 3B Morgan Witmer (Sr.), 2B Shelby Davidson (Sr.,
.338), SS Jamie Hampel (Sr., .387), P Hannah Perkins (Sr.), CF Jordan
Jones (Jr., .484)
Key losses: 3B Allison Witmer
Key newcomers: LF/P Hannah Brown (Fr.), C Gabby Pinson (Fr.)
Projected starters: P — Perkins; C — Pinson; 1B — Sydney Burke; 2B
— Davidson; 3B — Witmer; SS — Hampel; LF — Brown; CF — Jones;
RF — Jennie Chambliss
Outlook: Whitefield Academy returns most of the players from last
year’s team that produced a winning season. The Lady Wolfpack will be
led by a strong senior class that includes Witmer, Davidson, Hampel
and Perkins, with Jones, Hampel and Davidson giving them plenty of
punch at the plate. Whitefield appears to have all the ingredients avail-
able to make a serious run at the Region 5A championship.

2011 COBB COUNTY SOFTBALL TEAM CAPSULESPREP FOOTBALL

By John Bednarowski
sportseditor@mdjonline.com

MARIETTA — For the first time
in its 20-year history, the Corky Kell
Classic will be broadcast live on 
television.

Georgia Public Broadcasting will
broadcast the games live Aug. 20 — on

TV and on its website
at www.gpb.org.
GPB is the same out-
let that broadcasts the
five state champi-
onship games each
November.

The decision to
televise the Classic is
something Kell coach
Derek Cook said was

a long time coming.
“It’s good for the game and it’s

good exposure for the Classic,” he said.
“For the long term, it will make this an
even bigger event.

Walton coach Rocky Hidalgo
agreed.

“It’s exciting to have our football
program in 8½ million households
across the state,” he said.

This year’s Classic lineup includes
the same eight teams that competed 
in last year’s event, but it features
three different matchups in the four
games.

The only repeated matchup from last
year leads off the day’s action at 11:45

a.m. as Kell — a school named after
Carlton J. “Corky” Kell — meets
Grayson again. This was the only
matchup in which a Cobb team won
last year as Kell prevailed 13-10.

In the other three games, Lassiter
will take on defending Class AAAAA
state champion Brookwood at 2:30
p.m., McEachern will meet North
Gwinnett at 5:30 p.m. and the night-
cap will pit Walton and Peachtree
Ridge against each other at 8:30 p.m.

Each team that plays in the Corky
Kell Classic signs a two-year contract.
Initially, the Cobb-Gwinnett format
was designed to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the event that was
started by McEachern’s Jimmy
Dorsey and Brookwood’s Dave
Hunter, the former longtime coaches
of their respective schools. But if the
event is now going to be televised, it
might signal a return to having oppo-
nents from different parts of the state.

Or, if you ask Hidalgo, maybe not.
“It’s a $26,000 investment by each

school to play in the Classic,” he said.
“You have to sell tickets and you have
to have large crowds that can come to
the games or otherwise the Dome
looks empty. We’ve always done a
good job of bringing a big crowd to
the game.”

The announcement of the teams for
next year’s Corky Kell Classic will be
announced after the completion of the
2011 season.

Corky Kell Classic set
for its television debut

lineman Koty Allen and Kentucky-
bound brothers Zach and Daron Blay-
lock — and while Walton might not be
as experienced on the offensive side of
the ball, Hidalgo says they are loaded
with talent.

Thanks to the schedule, it won’t
take long to find out exactly how
good the Raiders really are. They
open the season in the annual Corky
Kell Classic at the Georgia Dome
against Gwinnett County powerhouse
Peachtree Ridge.

Aside from Hidalgo’s comments,
Wednesday’s Pigskin Preview proved to
be the regularly scheduled programming.

Wheeler coach Mike Collins com-
mented on how he is excited about the
Wildcats’ prospects heading into his
second season because of the offseason
work they have put in.

“It’s probably the most enjoyable
team to coach in my 14 years,” he said.

And he added a little something for
his father and assistant coach Mike
Collins Sr.

“I’m his boss, so now I get to yell
back,” he laughed.

Kell’s Derek Cook will be taking his
Longhorns into the Dome for the sec-
ond time next week, and he immediate-
ly began downplaying his team’s
chances against Grayson.

Sure, Kell did beat Grayson in last
year’s Corky Kell Classic — the Long-

horns were the only Cobb team to pre-
vail in the event named for their
school’s namesake — but that team has
since lost 18 seniors, including quarter-
back Austin Petrik and Parade All-
American Brian Randolph.

“Grayson is No. 1 in the state (in
Class AAAAA) and a top-25 team in the
nation,” he said. “We’re not. We’re just
hoping to get a first down against them.”

Pope coach Matt Kemper pointed
out he reached a milestone for Grey-
hound coaches.

“You don’t know how happy I am to
be here,” he said. “It’s my fourth year.
Most Pope coaches don’t make it past
three.”

Billy Shackelford and his Sprayberry
Yellow Jackets return only five starters,
and coaching them up has Shackelford
anxious to get started.

“That’s why we do what we do,” he
said, “because it’s the fear of the
unknown.”

And Lassiter coach Jep Irwin com-
mented about bringing in a more expe-
rienced squad than the one that strug-
gled to a 5-6 record last season. The
Trojans open the season at the Corky
Kell against defending Class AAAAA
state champion Brookwood.

“We’re excited to play Brookwood,”
he said. “We’re excited but there is
apprehension because you never really
know what you have (until you play
someone else).”

John Bednarowski is sports editor of the
Marietta Daily Journal. He can be reached
by email at sportseditor@mdjonline.com or

on Twitter at @jbednarowski.
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Gaines will join a Georgia recruiting
class that also includes Milton’s
Charles Mann, the state’s No. 1-ranked
point guard according to Rivals.

“It’s going to be a huge adjustment
playing in the SEC, but Kenny has the
game to play at Georgia,” Johnson said.
“He obviously is a very athletic player,
and he will have the opportunity to play
there and contribute.”

With his future in college basketball
now secured, Gaines is now free to
focus on his senior season at White-

field, which was exactly what Gaines
desired according to Johnson.

“It’s kind of hard to play at White-
field Academy,” Johnson said. “We
demand a lot of our players, and White-
field is a tough school academically, so
it’s a good thing for Kenny to get this
done before the season so he can focus
on what he needs to do here. That was
the plan from the very beginning, to
wrap this up before the start of the sea-
son, and we’re glad that he was able to
do that.” 

Gaines will lead a Whitefield team
that is once again expected to contend
for the state title in Class A. The Wolf-
pack have a bitter taste in their mouths
after losing to Terrell County in the
state semifinals last season.

Continued from Page 1C

Gaines

Petersen also has options in the cir-
cle with veteran pitchers Kayla Caruso
and Dresden Maddox helming the
duties once again. The seniors carried
the load last year, giving up three runs
or less 27 times, including 10 shutouts.

“Kayla and Dresden will be crucial
to our success again this year,” Petersen
said. “To have two starting pitchers in
our rotation is a huge benefit. They both
had successful summers playing travel
ball, and I’m looking forward to what
they can give us this year.”

Allatoona coach Troy Pirkle is also
looking forward to what his team can
give him this season after going 28-10
a year ago.

The Lady Buccaneers set the bar
high in 2010 with a Class AAA state
runner-up finish in only their third var-
sity season. They were in the state
playoffs for the second straight year
and reached the elite eight in Columbus

for the first time in school history.
Allatoona lost key seniors Caitlin

O’Shea, Megan Nesbit and Lyndsey
York, but it does bring back six
starters, including the bulk of its
offense, as it tries to get back to
Columbus.

“Offensively, we have a lot of our
key components returning, with five
solid hitters that made major contribu-
tions back in our lineup,” Pirkle said.

Those contributors include four-year
starter and leadoff hitter Kara Cham-
bers, along with seniors Tressa Watson
and Stephanie Watts and juniors Jessica
Finch and Bre Richey. Watson is
expected to take the pitching duties
over from O’Shea.

“We got a lot of RBIs from Richey
late in the season, and Tressa went on a
tear last year,” Pirkle said. “This group,
and the rest of our players, gives us a
lot of versatile kids to use in the lineup
and on defense. It will take a while to
figure out where people will go.

“We lost four starters on defense
because Kaitlin Chumley also graduat-
ed, and everyone we have coming back
got valuable experience last year.” 
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