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SOCCER

By William Bretherton
wbretherton@mdjonline.com

The Atlanta Beat will conclude a reg-
ular season filled with futility tonight at
WPS leader Western New York.

After 17 games,
the Beat (1-12-4)
have scored just
seven times and
possess a goal dif-
ferential — minus-
23 — that is the
worst in the league
by 16 goals. 

Still, despite a
futility that is among
the worst in WPS’
three-year history,

Atlanta is playing with pride according
to team captain Lori Chalupny.

“I think we’re all born competitors,”
the veteran midfielder said. “To get this
far in your career, nobody likes to lose,
so it’s not really that hard. Every game,
we want to win and, every game, we go
out with something to prove. We want
to play well for our fans and for every-
one around the league.

“That’s just the way we’re born.
We’ve got to keep each other up and
give each other pats on the back and

just keep going. But I wouldn’t trade it
for anything.”

Stuck in a 15-game winless streak,
with four draws in the same time span,
the Beat have not won since beating
Sky Blue FC 1-0 on April 16.

Though the Beat’s fans would like to
see that trend come to an end tonight, so
would the Philadelphia Independence.

Philadelphia (11-3-3) currently sits
three points behind Western New
York (12-2-3) in the standings. If the
Beat were to upset the Flash, it would
give the Independence a chance to
earn the league’s top seed and the
opportunity to host the WPS champi-
onship game. 

The Beat’s motivation, however, is
less on playing a spoiler’s role and
more on player development — as it
has been since the start of the season.

“We haven’t got any involvement in
(being a spoiler),” Beat coach James
Galanis said. “We’re just going to go
out there and play like we have every
week. We don’t go out there playing to
lose. We play to go out there, play
good soccer and win. Nothing changes. 

“We’ve been playing against our-
selves all season. Last week (in a 2-0
loss to Western New York), we didn’t
play as we can, so, this week, our real

competitor is playing better than we
played last week.”

Though on-field success is the
Beat’s concern, there may be a larger
concern looming over the offseason.

Due to issues stemming from WPS’
threat to terminate Dan Borislow’s
ownership stake in the magicJack fran-
chise, along with Boston’s reported
search for a new majority owner, the
league is facing an uncertain future. 

Atlanta, meanwhile, is still con-
cerned with planning for next season.

“We’re kind of in our own little
bubble here where we come to training
every day and work our hardest and
take it day-by-day,” Chalupny said. “I
can’t say that we don’t talk about it,
but it doesn’t impact the way that we
play or the way that we train.”

For the younger players, being soc-
cer-ready may mean the chance to stay
on the roster or find a spot elsewhere in
WPS next season.

“That’s been the whole story all
year,” Galanis said. “Every time they
put the uniform on, if someone goes
out there and doesn’t compete because
they have nothing to play for, then
that’s a big negative against their char-
acter. So, I’m just going to let them go
out there and let them play.” 

Beat come to season finale

PREP ROUNDUP

From staff reports

Unable to muster much offense in a
2-1 loss to Harrison, Pope rebounded to
beat Fannin County 9-6 in five innings
Saturday in the Kell Invitational at
Sandy Plains Park.

In the opener, Pope (3-1) fell victim
to ace Dresden Maddox, who struck
out eight for the reigning Class
AAAAA runner-up Lady Hoyas.

The Lady Greyhounds’ Marissa
Boyette scattered six hits in her seven
innings and struck out four. She also
contributed a double from the plate.

Pope’s second game saw it put out
13 hits against Fannin County, led by
Lauren Bell, who was 3-for-3 with a
triple and three RBIs.

Kendall Hahn was 2-for-3 with two
runs scored and an RBI, Rachel Dennis
2-for-2 with three RBIs and Ellie
Biland 2-for-3 with an RBI.

Lindsey Walsh pitched three innings
before being relieved by Boyette, who
pitched the final two innings of the
time-shortened game.

Pope will open its Region 5AAAA
(B) slate Tuesday when it hosts North
Paulding.
� Sprayberry takes two at Kell
Invitational: The Yellow Jackets
improved to 4-1 on the season after
beating Pebblebrook, 12-0, and Wheel-
er, 7-5, in two Kell Invitational games.

The Lady Yellow Jackets collected
nine runs in the second inning and
added three more in the third in toping
Pebblebrook in four innings.

Dena Hurley earned the victory after
giving up five hits and striking out six.
She also batted 2-2 with two RBIs.

Nicole Gentile was 2-for-3 with three
RBIs, Winter Scott batted 2-for-3 with
two RBIs and Milanni Restrepo had two
RBIs. Allyson Reyer had an RBI and
Caroline Curtis recorded two hits.

Sprayberry and Wheeler were tied
5-all after three innings, but the Lady
Wildcats tacked on two more runs late
to get the win.

Hurley (4-1) gave up four earned
runs on six hits in picking up the com-
plete game win. She also batted 2-for-4
with an RBI.

Scott and Curtis each went 2-for-4
with an RBI as well and Katie Tokos
had two RBIs. Kristian Lefasso and
Gentile had RBIs.

Reba Williams led Wheeler with a
home run and two RBIs. Victoria
Sweeton, Nadia Lindner and Marianne
Danneman each had an RBI.

Sprayberry will host Hiram on Tues-
day to begin Region 5AAAA (B) play.
Pebblebrook is at Walker, while
Wheeler hosts North Atlanta.
� North Cobb shares tournament
title: The Lady Warriors tied Luella 2-2
to claim a piece of the Up The Creek
tournament title held at McIntosh.

North Cobb defeated four teams
including Duluth (6-1), Newnan (6-1),
McIntosh (6-0) and Mundy’s Mill (11-2)
to open the season at 4-0-1.

Bryanna Vazquez combined to go
5-for-14 with three RBIs and five runs
scored, while Casey Page was 4-for-10
with three RBIs and scored three
times. Rachel Bartoe batted 6-for-9
with three RBIs and four runs scored,
Joy Lowery scored five times and was
4-for-5, Kaitlyn Lawrence collected
five RBIs with two doubles and was 
5-for-10 and Kelly Barnhill totaled
three RBIs and two doubles batting 
3-for-4. Allie Coronado was 3-for-11
with three RBIs and a triple.

Barnhill pitched a one-hitter against
Duluth and a no-hitter versus Newnan to
pick up two victories. She allowed no
earned runs in the two games and picked
up 17 strikeouts in 11 innings pitched.

Lawrence gave up seven hits and no
earned runs with six strikeouts in nine
innings pitched to earn a shutout against
McIntosh and a tie versus Luella.

Morgan Johnson threw five innings
in the win against Mundy’s Mill. She
gave up one earned run on three hits
and struck out four.

North Cobb will host Etowah on
Wednesday.

VOLLEYBALL
� Kell takes two at Sequoyah: The
Lady Longhorns’ highlight of the
Sequoyah Classic over the weekend was
beating Kennesaw Mountain in three
sets (25-22, 13-25, 15-10) in pool play,

but they went on to fall to the Lady
Mustangs (25-23, 25-18) in the silver
bracket to finish with a 2-3 record. 

Kell also defeated Cherokee (25-20,
25-20), but it fell to Mill Creek (26-24,
25-22) and Columbus (25-16, 23-25,
15-3).

Ashley Jones led with 26 kills and
added 16 blocks and seven aces. Ansley
Silva had 20 kills and 10 digs, while
Anna Senstermaker added 10 blocks. 

Setters Alexia Brooks and Heather
LaPrade combined for 55 assists and 37
digs. Eliana Tiller tacked on 33 digs
and Lauren Zigler added 24, plus 14
kills.
� Lassiter tested against tough
foes: The Lady Trojans sustained
three tough losses in the Sequoyah
Classic, but two of them came against
Class AA/A No. 1 Blessed Trinity and
Class AAA No. 2 St. Pius X. 

But Lassiter did prevail over East
Coweta and Hillgrove in pool play. 

Kendal Smith and Becca Arndt fin-
ished the weekend with 20 kills each,
while setter Emily Francis dished out
45 assists. Carly Crowder added 15
kills and Sarah Young had 50 digs. 

Lassiter will play host McIntosh and
Sandy Creek in a tri-match Aug. 23.
� Sprayberry makes silver brack-
et finals: The Lady Yellow Jackets
were dealt some bad luck when they
were on a losing end of a three-way tie
in pool play with Etowah and Athens
Academy.

While Etowah and Athens Academy
went on to the gold bracket, Sprayberry
had settle for the silver bracket. But it
made the most of it by advancing to the
finals before falling to Roswell 27-25,
26-24. The Lady Yellow Jackets
advanced to the finals with two-set
wins over Woodstock, Northwest Whit-
field and Kennesaw Mountain. 

Taina Joseph led Sprayberry with
40 kills and 13 blocks. Devin Judge
added 39 kills for the day and 11
blocks while Blair Winston had 29
kills and 30 digs. Setter Emily Kenyon
had 61 assists. 

Sprayberry will play Harrison and
North Paulding on Tuesday in a tri-
match at Harrison.

Pope finishes with 3-1 record at invite

ATLANTA AT 
WESTERN N.Y.

TODAY � 7 P.M.

“Academically, it’s pretty
hard,” said Garrett, who is
leaning towards majoring in
political science. “You have
to do a lot more reading, and
that took some adjustment,
but I can handle it. It’s just a
matter of time management.”

Garrett enters his sopho-
more season with an enlarged
role on the team as he steps
up to the starting backfield.
And, after a productive off-
season, he said he’s ready to
accept the challenge of being
a starting running back on the

college level.
“The offseason went really

well,” Garrett said. “I gained
about 10 pounds of muscle,
and I worked on pass-block-
ing and receiving, since they
will be throwing the ball to
me more. I feel really good
about being a starter, and I’m
excited about the challenge.”

For Garrett, the main focus
in his sophomore year is to
help Columbia improve on
last year’s sub-.500 record.

“I want to win more games
and help the team in any way
I can,” Garrett said. “We’re a
young team, and the Ivy
League is a tough conference,
but I think we have a good
football team and we’ll have
a good season.”

Continued from Page 1C

Ivy

The conference’s state-
ment said athletic directors
took action approved by the
board to adequately address
concerns Texas A&M
expressed about institutional
networks.

If A&M does jump to the
SEC and is put in the West
Division, the person speaking
on condition of anonymity
said the conference will have
to add a 14th team in the
East. However, the person
said though the “Texas A&M
thing will be decided in the
week or so, the 14th team has
not been discussed.”

Texas A&M considered
switching to the SEC last

year before staying in the Big
12 after Nebraska and Col-
orado announced their depar-
tures. Now that the Aggies
seem to be looking to move
again, many are worried that
it could jeopardize the future
of the Big 12.

State Rep. Dan Branch,
the chairman of the Texas
House Committee on Higher
Education, called a hearing
before his committee for

Tuesday with Big 12, SEC
and Texas A&M officials.
Texas A&M soon moved up
a meeting of the board of
regents from Aug. 22 to
Monday that includes an
agenda item about confer-
ence realignment.

According to media
reports, several schools are
being considered for that
14th slot, including Florida
State and Clemson.

Presidents at both those
Atlantic Coast Conference
schools said Saturday they
have had no contact with the
SEC.

“From coach to (athletic
director) to president and the
board chair (trustees), there
has been no discussion,” Flori-
da State president Eric Barron
said in a phone interview dur-
ing a Tallahassee Chamber of
Commerce meeting in Destin,

Fla. “I feel quite certain if any
of those individuals had any
discussions, including me, we
would have shared it with
each other.”

Clemson president James
Barker on Saturday also
denied reports that the Tigers
are considering a move.

“We are committed to the
ACC,” Barker said in a state-
ment. “We have had no con-
tact with the SEC.”

Continued from Page 1C

Growth

The Associated Press

Super Bowl MVP Aaron
Rodgers threw a touchdown
pass before swapping his hel-
met for a baseball cap in the
first quarter as the defending
champion Green Bay Packers
opened the preseason with a
27-17 loss to the Cleveland
Browns on Saturday night.

Rodgers and most of
Green Bay’s first-string
offense played only two
series in the first quarter,
when both the Packers and
Browns had long TD drives.

Rodgers got off to a rough
start, but finished 6-of-8 for
74 yards and threw a 21-yard
TD pass to Greg Jennings.

Browns quarterback Colt
McCoy, looking comfortable
running first-year Browns
coach Pat Shurmur’s new West
Coast offense, went 9-of-10 for
135 yards while playing three
series. He threw a 27-yard TD
pass to Josh Cribbs, and led
Cleveland on a second scoring
drive, capped by Peyton Hillis’
3-yard scoring burst.
� Titans 14, Vikings 3:
Jake Locker threw a 45-yard
touchdown pass in his NFL
debut, and Tennessee beat
Minnesota to make new
coach Mike Munchak a win-
ner in his preseason opener.

Matt Hasselbeck started for
Tennessee, and the veteran
signed to a three-year contract
to mentor Locker and make
the Titans competitive this
season looked sharp in his
lone series. He was 5-for-6 for
55 yards in an opening drive
marred by a botched handoff
leading to a 30-yard loss.

Donovan McNabb made
his first start for Minnesota,
and completed four of his first
five passes before having the
sixth knocked down by rookie
linebacker Akeem Ayers.
McNabb came back for a sec-
ond series before leaving the
game 6-of-11 for 40 yards.
� Bills 10, Bears 3: Jay
Cutler played just one series
and watched as Chicago beat
Buffalo even though the
offensive line did little to ease
any lingering concerns.

The Bills got two sacks

from Shawne Merriman and
nine in all, but the Bears pre-
vailed on a soggy night in
which both teams pulled their
starters early.

Cutler and Chicago’s skill
position starters played one
series, with the linemen stay-
ing in for the first half. On
defense, the first stringers
lasted two series, while the
Bills lifted their starters on
both sides after two.
� Rams 33, Colts 10: Sam
Bradford produced 17 points
in four possessions with big
help from a defense that
jumped on Peyton Manning’s
backups for a pair of early
interceptions as St. Louis
opened the preseason with a
victory over Indianapolis.

Josh Brown’s 60-yard field
goal capped an almost perfect
first half not just for offensive
coordinator Josh McDaniels’
rebuilt attack but for all phas-
es. Brown’s boot bettered his
career best of 58 yards in
2003 with the Seattle Sea-
hawks and he added a 53-
yarder in the third quarter.

Manning almost blended
into the crowd on the Colts
sideline in blue jeans and
wearing a ball cap, but his
presence on the field was
sorely missed. Curtis Painter
and Dan Orlovsky threw cost-
ly interceptions early, giving
the Rams possession deep in
Indianapolis territory to set up
10 easy points
� Panthers 20, Giants 10:
Cam Newton led a pair of
field-goal drives in his NFL
debut, and Jimmy Clausen
threw a touchdown pass to
Greg Olsen to help Carolina
beat New York.

Newton, the Heisman Tro-
phy winner from Auburn and
top overall pick in the NFL
draft, struggled with his accu-
racy and twice failed to get
the Panthers into the end zone
on promising first-half drives.

Newton was 8-of-19 for
134 yards, including a pair
of completions of at least 30
yards. He entered the game
to loud cheers on Carolina’s
first drive of the second
quarter and left early in the
fourth.

NFL

The Associated Press

Packers receiver Randall Cobb (18) gets wrapped up by
the Browns’ Buster Skrine, a rookie from Woodstock, in
Saturday’s preseason game.

Champs kick off
preseason with
loss to Cleveland

group of a major.
Steele, already a winner

this year on the PGA Tour
and No. 121 in the world,
showed remarkable poise
Saturday by overcoming a
double bogey on the seventh
hole. He ran off four birdies
over his next seven holes,
and not even a safe bogey on
the 18th could take away
from a 4-under 66 to give
him a share of the lead.

He is tied with Jason
Dufner, who, at 34, is still
looking for his first PGA
Tour win. Dufner, stoic as
ever with a chunk of tobacco

jutting out from his bottom
lip, atoned for a pair of
three-putt bogeys on the
back nine with back-to-back
birdies. He only missed one
green in the third round and
shot 68.

They were at 7-under
203, one shot clear of Kee-
gan Bradley, a 25-year-old
rookie who also won earlier
this year. Bradley, playing in
the final group, opened with
a double bogey, which might
have been expected given
his inexperience. He also
bounced back with remark-
able resiliency, playing
bogey-free on the back nine
and rallying for a 69.

Now comes the hard part.
Never mind that only one

of the top 10 players in the
world is within four shots —

Steve Stricker, who shot 69
and was three behind. Or
that Tiger Woods, defending
champion Martin Kaymer
and British Open champion
Darren Clarke all missed the
cut. Or that U.S. Open
champion Rory McIlroy
blew up in a round of 74 and
was out of contention.

Atlanta Athletic Club is
the kind of course that can
take shots away without
notice. Jim Furyk discovered
that by putting three balls
into the water on the last
four holes for a pair of dou-
ble bogeys.

“Wishy-washy play is not
going to get it done,” Steele
said.

Right behind them is
plenty of experience.

Scott Verplank, who at

47 can become the second-
oldest major champion, rat-
tled in a 50-foot putt across
the 17th green for a most
unlikely birdie, then laid up
on the par-4 18th and
escaped with par by making
an 18-foot putt for a 69. He
was only two shots behind.

Stricker, at No. 5 the high-
est-ranked American in the
world ranking, took only 10
putts on the front nine when
his round could have gone
south quickly. He steadied
himself with a solid up-and-
down for par on the final hole.

“Everybody is going to
be dealing with their nerves
and the pressure of trying to
win,” Stricker said. “I think
it’s who can keep it together
the best and be patient and
play some good golf.”
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